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Avalon is holder of the Netherlands CBF Seal of Approval.  This seal 

indicates that Avalon complies with the regulations for responsible 

fundraising and spending. 



Preface 
  
Food security is a problem in large parts of the world. The cause is not 

so much a problem with production capacity, but lies mostly in the 

distribution and logistics. Short lines in the food chain appear to be 

part of the solution to the problem, which is why the development of 

urban agriculture is deserving ample attention. Urban agriculture can 

be a way to bring food closer to the people, particularly in areas in 

which urbanisation is rapidly increasing. This is the reason that Avalon, 

with the support of the COmON Foundation, has started a project 

for organic urban agriculture in South Africa. Apart from healthy food, 

this project also facilitates the creation of extra jobs and a greener 

and safer living environment. It can serve as an example that will be 

followed in other areas. 
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The Brazilian government recently prepared new nutritional guidelines, in which they recommend 

using more fresh and unprocessed products and fewer ready-to-eat products.   

This is actually also an argument for shorter food chains, and can therefore contribute to a greater 

awareness of food quality. With shorter chains, consumers have more interest in and focus on the 

methods of production, and the choice for an organic product will be the more obvious one. 

A growing number of consumers in many other countries are also demanding locally produced, 

authentic food. It must also taste good (stimulated by the Slow Food movement, for example). It also 

applies here that a connection between food quality and method of production is becoming more 

and more obvious. 

The Natura 2000 project in Croatia was also continued in 2013, and has led to further steps toward 

the introduction of agri-environmental programmes in this newest EU member country. 

The New Thracian Gold project in the Eastern Rhodopes of Bulgaria, where Avalon is working with 

Ark on organic agriculture, nature development, and sustainable tourism, is nearing completion. 

Local farmers are already enjoying the fruits of the project, particularly when they have managed to 

combine their farms with sustainable tourism. 

Avalon advocates an integrated approach to food and agriculture in the future via a broad change in 

paradigm. To achieve this, it is attempting to encourage other organisations to take collective action. 

In the new paradigm, there will only be room for food production methods that are truly 

sustainable, based on healthy ecosystems, particularly the soil. Avalon continues to work on forming 

a broad coalition to help realise this change in paradigm.  

  

Martien Lankester  

Director of Avalon  



Mission 

 
Avalon is committed to sustainable 

rural development in countries where 

the conditions and opportunities are in 

place, and does this by supporting local 

initiatives in their approach to 

problems and by finding solutions that 

are on the cutting edge of sustainable 

agriculture and nature management. 

This often demands a mix of a bottom-

up (initiatives) and a top down (policy) 

approach to truly achieve sustainability. 

This approach, which is about 

connecting people, is central to 

Avalon's vision and practice. 

Mission and objectives  

 

Vision  

 
Towards sustainable rural areas  

A healthy and safe existence, now and in 

the future, requires worldwide 

establishment of a socially responsible 

society.  An important condition for such 

a society is sustainably developed rural 

areas, characterised by economic, social 

and biological diversity. Organic farming 

and agricultural nature management 

provide a vital contribution to the 

conservation and development of this 

essential diversity.  A sustainable rural 

economy offers farmers the chance of a 

higher income, offers consumers safe 

food, and leads to a better environment. 

 

 
 

 

Strategic goals 2012-2019  

Avalon has translated its mission and strategy into a number of long-term goals. These goals 

must be achieved by 2019 at the latest:  

- A paradigm shift in the field of food and agriculture has been set in motion. 

- A coalition/think tank/platform of several strategic partners has been formed to 

encourage this paradigm shift. 

- In a number of countries, scenario studies about large-scale conversion to organic 

farming will have been carried out. 

- Some example projects in areas such as multifunctional agriculture, urban agriculture 

and agriculture/nature have been executed. 

- At least one annual event involving one of these themes has been held. 

- The Avalon Network has been further strengthened and expanded. 

- Some new sources of funding that may contribute to long-term financing have been 

tapped. 
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Projects  

New Thracian Gold  

NATURA 2000 in Croatia  

Farming  for  the Future  
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Farming for the Future  
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Facts & Figures:  

Country:  South Africa 

Duration:  April 2013 - March 2019 

Partners:  Abalimi, SOS Childrenõs Villages South Africa,  

Baphumelele/Fountain of Hope, Moya we 

Khaya   

Costs 2013: û 127.571 

Financed by:  COmON Foundation, Department of 

Agriculture Western Cape, Reliance compost 

company, in kind contributions from local 

partners 

 

In the urban areas of South Africa, food security and employment are both under increasingly more 

pressure. Urban agriculture can offer a solution to both problems. Organic urban agriculture 

ensures more healthy food, and creates jobs. It also results in a greener living environment and 

increased safety, since abandoned properties are given a new function. 

With the Farming for the Future project, Avalon aims to firmly embed urban agriculture in South 

African cities. The project started in Cape Town in 2013, and will run for six years. Avalon is 

coordinating the training programmes, arranging the delivery of compost, and training the local 

trainers. 

Objective  
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Results in 2013 
 

Á In 2013, the first two groups in the Family Strengthening Programmes of SOS /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

Villages South Africa gave classes on how to plant and maintain organic vegetable gardens. 

The yield from these gardens will not only allow them to feed their families, but also earn 

some extra money. Two schools in the Philippi slum made their land on their (safe!) properties 

available to them, where they started their vegetable gardens. Reliance supplied the compost 

so they could start improving the soil. 

Á Employees from our partner organisation, Abalimi, were trained to provide training courses to 

the future urban farmers. Abalimi is the local NGO that has been working for 20 years with 

small organic market gardeners in the slums around Cape Town. They provide them with 

practical and theoretical knowledge, seeds and tools. Abalimi experts train the urban farmers 

and help them with practical matters such as tools, water supply, and sowing seeds and 

seedlings.  

Á After completing a training course with the Abalimi trainers, a group of 20 women, most of 

them young, prepared a plot of around one hectare for use next to the Manyanani Peace Park 

in the Khayelitsha slum to turn it into a large vegetable garden.  

Á A teacher from the Fountain of Hope farm, part of Rosie aŀǎƘŀƭŜΩǎ Baphumelele /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

Home, was trained to grow crops together with the residents. Young people who are almost 

ready to live independently can acquire organic farming experience on this farm which they 

will be able to put to use when they start life on their own.  

The project that was started in 2013 is being followed up with a component in which existing urban 

farmers are further trained to become semi-commercial farmers, and a third component which 

consists of setting up a professional training programme for commercial farmers. With these 

activities, the Farming for the Future project ultimately aims to improve more than 50 million meals 

in 10 years, and to create more than 500 permanent jobs. It may also serve as an important 

example that may be replicated in other countries. 


